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do you have—or have 
you ever thought about 
having—an art studio or 

craft studio where you can create, 
dream, and plan? A home art studio 
where you can use all the studio 
decorating ideas you've been 
collecting?

In our new free eBook, Art Studio 
Organization: Ideas and Projects 
for Storage, Design, and Decorating 
Your Art Studios, you'll find craft 
organization ideas, art studio 
storage ideas, and art studio design 
tips from designers and the editors 
of StudioS magazine.

First, let's talk studio organization. 
Lindsey Murray interviews an 
organization expert who explains 
how to “Organize Your Studio 
Once and For All,” with studio 
organization ideas for your home 
art studio.

In “From Man Cave to Mom Cave,” 
nationally known designer Elaine 
Griffin explains how to make a 
home studio within your existing 
square footage—and you don't 
have to be a mom! Elaine offers 
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studio decorating ideas, as well as 
tips for how to store your art studio 
supplies.

One way to organize your art 
studio in a creative and economical 
way is to make your own storage 
containers. Artist Lynn Krawczyk 
shows you how with her tutorial 
for a DIY paintbrush holder and pin 
cushion.

Designer and Extreme Makeover 
Home Edition host Ty Pennington 
takes you on a tour of his home 
art studio, offering a peek inside 
his strategies for art studio 
organization and inspiration.

One way to decorate your studio 
and organize your favorite 
inspiration pieces is to create 
wall collages. Linda Blinn offers 
strategies for creating wall art 
collages with “Living with What You 
Love: Wall Collages and Personal 
Museums.”

Art Studio Organization: Ideas and 
Projects for Storage, Design, and 
Decorating Your Art Studios will give 
you the inspiration and practical 
information you need to start 
creating an art studio haven where 
you create with confidence!

Warmly,

Cate Prato 
Online Editor,  
Cloth Paper Scissors Today

clothpaperscissors.com

Where mixed media 
artists come to play

-
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LM: How did you get into the 
organizational business? Have you always 
been an organized person?

CW: I have no memories of messiness in 
my mother’s house; neither her mess nor 
mine. I can still remember how neatly 
organized I kept my Legos and Barbies, 
so these skills have definitely been with 
me for a long time. Even in high school, 
I advertised myself as a closet organizer 
for a Rotary Club silent auction. I was 

bummed when someone paid for me 
in the auction but never had me come 
over to do the work. I would still do that 
generous Rotarian’s closets for him.

I got serious about turning my skills into 
a business in the summer of 2003 after 
I saw an events listing in the newspaper 
for a monthly meeting of the Arizona 
Professional Organizers Association. I 
went to the meeting and was hooked. 
These professional organizers, as they 

organize your studio 
 once and for all

by lindsey Murray

m  any of we quilters cringe when we first walk into our studios. We 

enter our studios to escape into our art, but instead of the relaxation 

or artistic inspiration that we are searching for, we find a mess. Enter Carolyn 

Woods, a professional organizer from Arizona, who has written the book 

that might just save all of us messy studio owners. In her bestselling book, 

Organizing SOlutiOnS fOr EvEry QuiltEr: an illuStratEd guidE tO thE SpacE Of 

yOur drEamS (C&T Publishing, 2011), Carolyn goes through the steps and the 

process of creating an organized quilting studio that will have you working on 

your art without the worry of losing scissors, stepping on needles, or misplacing 

that piece of fabric that you wanted to use. I was lucky enough to sit down with 

Carolyn and discuss her book and some general organizational tips. 

An InTErvIEW 
WITh AuThor And 

ProfEssIonAl 
orgAnIzEr 

CArolyn Woods

adapted from 
Cloth PaPer SCiSSorS StudioS® 
Fall 2011
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called themselves, were like my soul 
sisters. That’s when I knew I needed to 
become a professional organizer.

When the television show Clean Sweep 
began in September 2003, I got even 
more ideas for what kind of professional 
organizer I did and did not want to be. I 
booked my first paying client under my 
LLC in January 2004.

LM: Why a book on organizing a quilting 
studio?

CW: Owning about a dozen of my sister’s 
beautiful quilts, I should have seen it 
coming sooner. Since she works for C&T, 
she asked me if I would be interested in 
writing an organizing book for quilters. 
I said no. But she worked on me for a 

few weeks, and I realized what a great 
opportunity she had presented me with. 

I told part of this story in the beginning 
of the book. Early in 2009, I sat down with 
a notebook and wrote up a page I called 
The Anatomy of a Quilt. I also read some 
online, A-Z glossaries of quilting terms 
to help me learn what quilting stuff is all 
about. The stuff may be different, but good 
organizing principles don’t change. That’s 
when I called my sister to tell her that I’d 
already contacted some guilds to begin my 
research and to say I’d do the project.

LM: If you could give our readers one tip 
to start organizing, what would it be?

CW: My one tip is to pick a place to start. 
I bet your readers already know what 

they have that isn’t well organized. So 
choose somewhere—one little place—
you need to improve. It can be a single 
drawer, the bag you always take to 
classes, or the whole closet.

Once you choose the problem spot to 
tackle first, put your detective hat on, 
pretend the stuff isn’t yours, and think 
hard about why that area or group of 
things isn’t working well.  Solve the 
problem. 

You might have to remove everything 
and start from scratch by building back 
your infrastructure (drawers, shelves, 
cubbies, boxes, etc.) to house what wasn’t 
well organized before. Dedicate enough 
space to house that whole group of 
things and then figure out how you can 
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best store that group so that it 
doesn’t get disorganized again. If 
you get stuck, then follow all of 
the steps I outline in chapter one 
of the book.

LM: Do your methods for a 
quilting studio work for other 
artist studios as well?

CW: Other artists and hobbyists may 
have beads or paints, or yarn or clay, 
in place of fabric and thread, so they 
may need smaller containers, more 
portable totes or more sturdy shelves. 
But the methods for organizing the 
items are universal. Once you practice 
the process a couple of times, you can 
organize absolutely anywhere. You’ll be 
reorganizing your pantry and master 
closet in no time.

LM: Many of our readers have a tight 
budget to organize their studio; does 
organization have to be expensive?

CW: Organizing is definitely not 
expensive. Most of your expense in 
getting organized is your own time. 
When you designate a new home for 
patterns or rulers or cutting tools, you 
are grouping them together and finding 
a place for them to be located that is 
convenient and practical. How you store 
them in that place is limited by your 
imagination, not by your budget. 

Give vases, jars, baskets, plant pots, food 
containers or tea tins new life as quilting 
studio containers. They can be temporary 
or permanent, depending upon your 
budget. That said, if you do need to invest 

to make the organizing solution solve 
your problem, then do it. Get organized, 
for good.

LM: As of June 1, 2011 you had the 
number-one bestselling quilting book on 
Amazon. What’s next for you?

CW: I still have my local clients who 
hire me to help them get their homes 
organized, and my base of remote 
clients from all over the country is 
growing, thanks to the book. I will do 
more speaking engagements and guild 
workshops while I start on the Carolyn 
Woods signature line of organizing 
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products. In between, I can squeeze in 
some time to begin writing either one 
of the two book ideas I have floating 
around in my head.

In all seriousness, I’m thrilled to have 
received such a positive response from 

readers. If nothing else were to happen, 
I’d have plenty of joy in my life from my 
family and our adventures together. I 
have two happy, grounded kids and a 
husband who is infinitely supportive. I’d 

do more baking and reading and 
running—to work off the baking. 

studios@clothpaperscissors.com

1.  organize someone else’s space first. sometimes it’s 
hard to see your own stuff objectively. get into the 
organizing mood by helping a friend get her space 
in order. you’ll get a whole new perspective on 
your own studio.

2.  read my book. Organizing SOlutiOnS fOr EvEry 
QuiltEr will walk you step-by-step through the orga-
nizing process to help you choose and implement 
great ideas for all over your studio. 

3.  Brainstorm what needs to be organized. Be super-
specific and list all of the groups of items and areas 
that need organizing. use the list to keep yourself 
on track. do a happy dance every time you check 
an item off the list.

4.  read back issues of sTudIos magazine. Cut out 
pictures that inspire you and paste them into a 
notebook. Write a description of how you can 
use each idea to help get your own studio better 
organized. Implement each idea as time and 
budget allow.

5.  Block out a whole day (or a whole weekend). 
decline invitations, put off chores, and make an 
appointment with yourself to get organized. you’ll 
be more focused and more committed when you’ve 
got nothing else on the schedule.

6.  Eliminate distractions. send the dogs, kids, and 
spouse on a field trip for the day. Ignore email 
and phones. focus on the task at hand with the 
knowledge that your quiet time is limited.

7.  redesign your room on paper. Make your vision 
more tangible by sketching out a more efficient 
layout for your room. focus on making things 
more convenient. draw arrows and write  
descriptions of where you want to relocate 
different groups of items.

8.  start small. Pick up steam as you work your way 
from a small drawer, box, or shelf all the up to a 
whole cabinet, corner, or entire room. Achieving 
even small goals is very motivating.

9.  list your project ideas and unfinished objects. 
Write them down on paper so that you can free up 
your mental space to refocus on working your way 
down the list instead of trying to keep it all straight 
in your head.  organize your belongings specifically 
to accommodate your ideas.

10.  overcome whatever is stopping you. If something 
is making you delay getting organized, get that 
obstacle out of your way. later is now. Call in 
family members, repair professionals, or whomever 
you need to kick start your organizing.

11.  Invite a friend over to help you. organizing can be 
more fun in twos. Work together toward the goals 
you have in mind or completely delegate where 
you need fresh, new ideas.

12.  reward yourself. Just like when you were a kid, 
bribe yourself to get going. get motivated with 
a specially-selected reward, like a massage or 
theater tickets.

carolyn’s 12 ways to get 
motivated & start organizing 

Art Studio Organization: Design and Decorating Your Art Studios
6  

clothpaperscissors.com
©Interweave Press LLC



What? You mean the whole house isn’t 
your play area? “No way!” says Elaine 
Griffin, nationally known interior 
designer and author of Design Rules. 

“Any place women are ‘on duty’ for 
responsibilities to the family or the 
workplace—such as the kitchen or home 

office—cannot be considered her own 
creative space,” says Elaine.

Not for nothing did Virginia Woolf write 
“A Room of One’s Own,” a lecture/essay 
where she proclaimed that in order to 
write fiction, a woman needed money and 

a room of her own—preferably with lock 
and key. 

y ou’ve probably seen the commercials: a man comes home with his buddies 

ready to hang out in his “man cave,” only to find his wife has (with a few 

purchases from her local home goods store) turned it into a pink and pretty 

“mom cave.” 

from ‘man cave’ 
to ‘mom cave’

hoW To CArvE ouT A sPACE of your 
oWn, WhEThEr you’rE A MoM or noT

adapted from 
Cloth PaPer SCiSSorS StudioS® 
spring 2011

by cate coulacos Prato
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Elaine’s favorite storage supplies 
•	  Boxes and baskets: “I’m wild 

about baskets and boxes for storage 
because you can hide things in plain 
sight,” she says. The secret to making 
them look great is to use multiples 
of the same things—unified by style, 
color, or material. look in the kitchen 
and bath sections of stores as well as 
the basket and storage departments, 
she advises.

•	  Storage ottomans: These are 
perfect for a small space because 
they do double duty as seating. Two 

or three together look nice lined up 
against a wall or under a side table.

•	  Tabletop accessories: Think 
outside the storage box and use 
drinking glasses and vases to hold 
knitting needles, paintbrushes, 
scissors, etc. “you make the biggest 
style statement if you coordinate 
them by color or theme,” she says.

•	  Trays: grouping things together 
on trays—like office, art supplies, or 
even small projects—organizes them 
and makes them look neater, says 

griffin. stacking trays on top of each 
other is a real space saver, too.

•	  Shelves: you can get shelves in 
many different price ranges and 
materials and use them as is or 
personalize them. A great way 
to unify the look of shelves and 
make a design statement is to tape 
decorative paper to the back wall 
of the shelving or to decoupage 
the shelves.
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According to Griffin, Home Goods 
polled 1,000 women and more than half 
reported that they did not have a place to 
call their own. Three-quarters said they 
wanted one. If that sounds surprising 
in this day and age, consider that most 
women still go from their parents home 
to college or an apartment where they 
have roommates, and go on to live with a 
partner and/or children.

“It’s taken women so long to realize they 
need space,” says Griffin. “They started 
with acknowledging the need for time  
to themselves, and ‘me time’ leads to  
‘me space.’”

So, you want a mom- or me-cave? Here’s 
how to get it and make it your own.

1.  Give yourself permission.

Whether you are or aspire to be an 
artist, you’re looking to make some 
money from a craft, or you just want a 
place to pursue a creative hobby for a 
few hours a week, recognize that you 
need and deserve a space of your own, 
says Griffin.

2.  Find space.

At minimum, you need a place to 
sit, a work surface, enough space for 
a friend to visit, and storage, says 
Griffin. Look around your home for 
unused—or ill-used—space. Most 
everyone has some sort of space 
where they keep the stuff they rarely 
use, such as an attic, spare bedroom, 
garage loft, or closet.

“Clear that clutter out and claim the 
space for yourself,” says Griffin.

“It’s great to have a door you can 
close, but if you can’t have that, try 
to find space where you can close a 
virtual door, like the landing at the 
top of the stairs, an alcove in your 
bedroom, or a corner of the dining 
room,” she says. If possible, put up a 

folding screen or hang a drape from 
the ceiling to create a wall between 
your space and the world.

3.  Personalize it.

“A mom cave really is a place you can 
trick out exactly as you want it,” says 
Griffin. This space is all-you, so be 
daring with color, pattern, and décor.

“Put stuff up on the walls that really 
speaks to you. Then, when you walk 
in to your space, you’ll just smile.”

4. Keep it up.

Now that you have a space of your 
own, make a commitment to keep it 
orderly and resist the temptation to 
make it a catch-all space, says Griffin.

“The good news is, once you have a place 
for everything to go, you’ll know where 
to put it back. You don’t have to keep it 
tidy all the time, but as a rule of thumb, 
don’t let a week go by before putting 
everything in place,” she says. 

cprato@interweave.com
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That is when I discovered  
papier-mâché containers. They  
come in all different kinds of shapes and 
sizes and are available at craft supply 
stores. They are inexpensive, sturdy, 

and very receptive to all kinds of mixed-
media techniques. Add some fabric 
scraps and chalkboard paint, and you 
can easily create a custom organizer that 
even the pickiest organizer would be 
thrilled to use and display.

the 
 containers
1.  Remove pages from an old book and 

tear several 1"-wide strips by placing 
a ruler on top of the paper to use as a 
straightedge. 

&paintbrush holder 
pin cushion 

by lynn Krawczyk

i ’ve never met an organizer I didn’t 

like. In fact, I think I might have 

more containers than I have stuff to 

put in them. unfortunately, containers 

don’t always come cheap and can be 

boring. It became my personal mission 

to find an inexpensive, original 

storage alternative. 

adapted from 
Cloth PaPer SCiSSorS StudioS® 

spring 2012

m at e R i a l s
•	 31/2"- diameter papier-mâché container

•	21/2"-diameter papier-mâché container

•	old book pages

•	Chalkboard paint 

•	Mod Podge® (matte finish)

•	1" foam brush

•	Paintbrush

•	Acrylic paint

•	Chalk

•	Embellishments (I used bells.)

•	Wooden clothespins  
(about 4" long)

•	fabric strips

•	Craft glue

•	foam or puffy batting (1/2" thick) 
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2.  Measure the container from top to 
bottom and mark the center all the 
way around. 

3.  Use the foam brush to apply a thin 
coat of Mod Podge along the top 
half of the container. Affix paper to 
the container, smoothing as you go. 
Overlap the strips applying more Mod 
Podge to each one.

4.  When the top half of the container is 
covered with the paper strips, apply a 
thin layer of Mod Podge to seal it. 

Tip: Apply Mod Podge gently to avoid 
tearing the paper and causing the ink to 
run.

5.  When the top section is dry, paint 
the bottom half of the container with 
4 thin coats of chalkboard paint. 
Smooth out each coat and allow it 
to dry completely before applying 
additional coats. (Let the final coat 
cure for 24 hours before using chalk 
on it.) 

6.  Apply acrylic paint to the clothespins 
and the inside of the container. Let 
all surfaces dry. 

making the  
fabric bands
Note: for the large container, both torn 
fabric strips should be 113/4" long: one will 
be 11/2" wide, and the other will be 3/4" 

wide. for the small container, both torn 
strips will be 81/2" long; one will be 1" 
wide, and the other will be 1/2" wide.

1.  Stitch the thinner strip to the wider 
strip, embellishing however you like. 

2.  Once the chalkboard paint is 
completely dry, glue the fabric band 
between the paper and chalkboard 
paint, using small dabs of glue on 
the fabric to prevent the glue from 
seeping through.

3.  You can now add the clothespin. Tie 
various embellishments to the top of 
the clothespin. This is a great project 
to use up odds and ends that you’ve 
been collecting. 

the pin 
 cushion
1.  Trace the shape of the 31/2" diameter 

container onto the foam or the 
batting. 

2.  Cut the foam out and wrap strips 
of scrap fabric around it until it’s 

completely covered. Pin or glue the 
strips on the bottom side to secure 
them as you work. 

3.  Paint the inside of the lid with acrylic 
paint. Paint the outside edge with 
chalkboard paint.

4.  Add a generous circle of glue to the 
inside of the lid and place the fabric 
covered foam on top. You will need 
to tuck the edges of the foam piece 
inside the lid to help it conform to 
the shape. 

5.  Glue a button or embellishment to 
the top of the pin cushion.

6.  Label your containers with chalk. 
Follow manufacturer’s directions for 
prepping the surface. Wipe it clean 
with water. 

This is a simple way to add personality to 
your working environment. It’s also easy 
to change the container’s purpose with a 
new label as your needs change. Simple, 
practical, and fun! 

fibraartysta.com
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extreme studio makeover: 
ty pennington  EdITIon

adapted from 
Cloth PaPer SCiSSorS StudioS® 
spring 2011

by cate coulacos Prato when Ty Pennington first came on the home design scene on TlC’s 

“Trading spaces,” we were impressed with his ability to knock down 

walls and build new furniture for two families in two days for a budget of 

$1,000—all while keeping his sense of humor. Who knew he could top that as 

the energetic host of ABC’s popular award-winning show “Extreme Makeover: 

home Edition,” where they make an entire house over from top to bottom in 

about a week? 
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That Ty leads the EMHE renovations 
while also designing lines of furniture, 
bedding, home décor, and now 
sewing, quilting, and craft fabrics for 
Westminster Fibers (Ty Pennington’s 
Impressions) further leads to the 
impression that he plugs himself into a 
battery charger every night. Or maybe 
it’s just that his creative spark burns 
bright.

Lucky for us, Ty recently created a 
new studio for himself, and agreed 
to discuss his new space, his creative 

process, inspiration—and anything 
else we asked him about—with his 
trademark wit. 

CCP: Why do you think having a studio 
is important?

TP: I could say that it’s a necessary 
space for organizing my design tools 
and resources, but the truth is I just 
like having somewhere that is for the 
sole purpose of creative thinking. Don’t 
get me wrong, I have a man cave where 
I go to unwind and hang out with the 
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guys, but the studio is different. It’s 
there that I take the things that have 
inspired me during my time away from 
home and pull everything together in 
my mind. The photos, the sketches, the 
swatches, the trinkets—all the things I 
connect together to come up with my 
designs. 

CCP: Do you have time to actually 
work/create in your own studio? How 
do you make time for creating?

TP: Yes, I work in the studio when I’m 
home. But enough time there? No. But 
that doesn’t make me special. Who has 
enough time for anything these days? 
My travel schedule means that I’m 
thinking about the next design while 
I’m waiting for the bus to move. That’s 
just the way it is. For my products I’m 
lucky to have a good team helping me. 
We work together in my studio, but 
when I’m on the road I’m emailing 
things and calling with quick notes. 
They help me make it work. But I think 
any artist is going to tell you that time 
isn’t necessarily the most important 
thing. I’m sure the design producers 
I work with on the show and the 
designers who collaborate with me 
on my product lines wish that I had 
more time to give to them, but truth 
is that my own creative process is a 

24/7 thing. 

CCP: What types of projects do you work 
on most in your studio? Do you mostly 
work on projects for “work” there or do 
you create for yourself? And, what do 
you create for yourself; what medium do 
you most enjoy?

TP: The studio for me is about 
conception. I create a lot of patterns—
for wall coverings, for fabrics, for large 
art installations—and that’s done in 
the studio. I also do most of the EMHE 
room designs in my studio, drawing 
from the materials and resources I 
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have stashed there. But most of the 
actual building or making of things I 
do is outside my own home or, if I’m 
experimenting with something maybe 
it’s in my backyard. For instance, 
when I conceived the designs for the 
fabric line a lot of the work was done 
on the computer in the studio where 
I could quickly access my photos 
and color decks. But once I had in 
mind what patterns I wanted, I took 
it to the backyard where I did some 
experiments using paint—trying 
out different shapes with colors on 
canvas. Then back to the studio to play 
around with it before sending it off to 
Westminster. As for what medium I 
enjoy, there’s no good answer for that. 
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Right now I’d say it’s playing around 
with fabric design, but tomorrow it 
could be sketching and painting. 

CCP: Do you have an inspiration  
piece in your studio?

TP: Music is a huge inspiration for me, 
so I always have a guitar in my studio. I 
collect vintage guitars and occasionally 
when my mind gets tied up in knots, 
I just grab the guitar and let music 
help unclog the channels of creativity. 
I also have a few antique pieces I have 
found over the years at flea markets 
or vintage stores—an old camera, a 
Danish typewriter—these things help 
me remember to honor the past. Great 
design is and has always been derivative. 

CCP: When you were working on  
your fabric designs, did you find yourself 
thinking of what you would use each 
pattern for, or was it purely a design 
project?

TP: No, I absolutely did not think about 
what each pattern could be used for, but 
neither was it simply a design project. 
I took a lot of time considering how 
the designs would work on the fabric—
movement in fabric is different than if, 
for instance, I’d put the same design on 
a wall covering. But thinking, “Oh, this 
is great for a pillow” or “What if someone 
makes a baby quilt of this” was not part 
of my process. In fact, that’s the fun of 
doing the fabric line. I can’t wait to see 
what people come up with when they 
interpret my designs for their own use. 

CCP: When is your best creative time? 

TP: Morning during my daily run, 
especially if that run is outside instead 
of in the gym or on a track. 

CCP: What prompts or strategies help 
you to be most creative/get in your 
creative zone? Do you have a favorite 
word, phrase, or quotation?
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TP: This might sound arrogant, but I’m 
always in my creative zone. Sometimes 
I need help focusing, but I never need 
help being creative. In fact, it drives 
people closest to me crazy. I’ll be in a 
business meeting with my team and 
suddenly I’ll stop the conversation—
maybe we’re talking about whether 
to drive or fly somewhere—and start 
making notes on a room design or 
sketching a pattern. I’ll be walking to 
my table at a restaurant with friends 
and I’ll see a light fixture or a plant 
or even a wine glass that catches my 
eye and I’ll stop and take a picture and 
spend the rest of the evening thinking 
about that design and how it speaks 
to me. Just while I’ve been thinking 
about the answers to your questions I’ve 
been playing around with a sketch for a 
headboard. I’ve been this way all my life. 
It’s a blessing and a curse, but it’s who 
I am. 

CCP: What was your biggest challenge 
in creating your own studio?

TP: Working with space limitations and 
choosing what I could fit in there was 
the biggest challenge. I’m a bit of a pack 
rat—in a good way. But there’s no way 
all the cool design books, sources of 
inspiration and equipment—like large 
monitors for my computers, cameras, 
drafting table, and a big desk—could go 
into the small area. I wanted as much 
as I could get at my fingertips, but also 
enough room to work comfortably. 

CCP: What was your biggest  
indulgence?

TP: Definitely my computer and the 
back-up system for the 60,000 photos 
I’ve taken—wait, by now it’s probably up 
to 70,000!

CCP: What do you consider to be the 
most important thing in your studio and 
why? What could you not live without?

TP: Well, besides my camera and a 
pencil, I have to be honest and say it’s 
the other people who work with me. I 
have a great team. I can’t do all this by 
myself so I depend on them every day 
to get inside my head and sometimes to 
keep my head on straight! 

CCP: What is your #1 home studio orga-
nization tip?

TP: Edit your stuff! If you have seen it 
done before, get rid of it. Like I said, I 
have so many magazines and books that 
for me it makes sense to go through 
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them and snap a pic of the things I like 
in them, download those into a file, and 
then donate the actual mag to a library 
or send it to be recycled. Stacks and 
stacks of stuff doesn’t make you more 
creative. 

CCP: Fill in the blank: “[ . . . ] in a 
studio is highly overrated.” 

TP: Cozy furniture. You know what I 
mean—like the comfortable old sofa or 
the overstuffed chair. Those things are 
great, but I’m not in my studio to sleep. 
I’m there to work. My work is fun, but 
it’s still work. My furniture encourages 
sitting up straight. 

CCP: What new types of projects should 
we expect to see from you in the future?

TP: I’m really excited about the 
Westminster Fabric line and depending 
on how things go, I’d like to look into 
expanding that—yarns, ribbons, buttons 
. . . there are lots of ways to go with 
those. In the spring I’ve got two big 
things happening—the first is an 
appearance in Dallas at the new 
Cowboys stadium for the home show. I 
try to get to two to three shows a year 
and I’m really excited about this one. 
Then in April I’ll be at High Point with 
Howard Miller, the manufacturers of my 
Signature furniture line. I’ve got a plan 
to design some very cool T-shirt logos to 
sell and give the proceeds to different 
charities I work with. My production 
company, TPTV, has a few projects in the 
works and EMHE season 9 starts in 
June. So the future is bright, but, as 
usual, very busy! 

cprato@interweave.com
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living with what you love
WAll CollAgEs & PErsonAl MusEuMs

by linda Blinn

a rtists featured in studios are passionate about being able to readily see 

their materials, collections, art, and memorabilia. These items, displayed on 

walls, have the potential to give our studios meaning, tell our stories, and keep 

us inspired. Maybe we just need to get past the idea that all artwork needs a 

frame—or that a frame even needs something in it. or, that once something is 

hung on a wall it needs to stay there. forever.

adapted from 
Cloth PaPer SCiSSorS StudioS® 

Fall 2011
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If you want to “live with what you love,” 
consider making your own personal 
museum using what you already have—
items that may be stored away, forgotten, 
and just waiting to come out and play. 
Designate a wall and then incorporate 
the same design and composition 
principles you use in making a collage: 
background, layers, proportion, color, 
texture, focal point, etc. Think of it as a 

traveling or rotating exhibit: enjoy it for 
a while, then change it out with a new 
array of items that you want to live with.

This may be easier than you imagine by 
using products designed to hold objects 
on a wall without damaging the paint. 
Double-sided adhesive strips and squares 
are removable and strong enough to 
hold small frames, books, and other 
dimensional objects on the wall—and 
they don’t leave a trace when removed. 
For a simple wall collage, use large 
pages from old books or sheet music for 
the background. Affix these to the wall 
first and then layer on images, smaller 
items, and a focal point. Use a map as a 
background for empty frames and place 
ephemera and small items within the 
frames, or place an open book within 
a frame. Combine dimensional items, 
empty frames, and treasured objects 
together. Pay attention to the negative 
space you are creating between the 
objects as the composition evolves—
just like you do with your art!

directions
1. Lay items on the floor to create a  

basic arrangement.

2. Make a quick sketch for reference.

3. Measure to find the mid-point on the 
wall and work from the center out  
to the sides.

4. Follow the manufacturer's directions 
on the package to adhere objects to 
the wall. 

Marcia Derse, featured in the Quilt and 
Fabric Studios section of stuDios Fall 
2011, is not concerned about keeping 
her walls pristine. She would rather 
cover them from top to bottom with 
collected and found objects that have 
meaning to her and to her family. For 
the suitably named “presidents’ wall,” 
she combined figurines of historical 

m at e R i a l s
•	double-sided, removable adhesive 

strips and squares (I used products 
made by 3M Command™ and scotch® 
Brand)

•	Ephemera, photos, artwork, maps, 
event programs, letters, patterns, 
wrapping paper, documents, picture 
frames, etc. 
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heads-of-state with an array of  unrelated 
items:  dried quince, flattened road 
trip pennies, grandma's cameo pins, 
stars made from cinnamon and white 
glue (from a holiday craft project), pine 
cones, bird feathers (real and imagined), 
buckeyes, photos, and small artwork 
projects from art-fair friends. 

Does she care about removable tape? I 
guess not! Her tools of choice are the 
push pins and hot-glue gun that she 
fearlessly used to build this dimensional 

wall collage. Her personal museum 
continues with a ribbon collection, 
wrapped around postcards and draped 
over pushpins on a bookcase. Another 
vignette of collected memories 
combines postcards, photos, and toys. 
The ceramics are from travels, local 
artists, and her children. 

lblinn@interweave.com
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