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bby Glassenberg had been making stuffed animals  

 for years before she lit on the bird theme. With her 

own study of patterns and the help of crafters all over the 

world she met on the Internet, Abby had learned how to 

make darts and gussets and how to select fabrics and 

stuffing. She made all kinds of critters, primarily as toys.

Above: “White Owl”  
¥ 7"

“Sometimes I find it 
refreshing to work in a 
nearly all white color 
palette. It lets the eye 
focus on the form of the 
finished piece without 
color as a distraction.”

At left: Abby Glassenberg 
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fabric; wool stuffing, wire, floral tape; 
embroidery (Photo by Lisa Roy Sachs)

¥ 6"

“We like to take our two little girls, Roxanne and Stella, to nearby Drumlin Farm in Lincoln, 
Massachusetts, to see the animals, especially in the springtime. They have a lovely new 
chicken house and I’m always inspired by the incredible variety and beauty of the hens and 
roosters there.”
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“I’m originally from Maryland and I love 
Maryland crabs. This is a patchwork 
version. I especially like the button-jointed 
claws I created for him.”

¥ 6"

“This bird’s wings, tail feathers, and 
crest are made entirely from labels 
I cut out of my clothing. I’m really 
interested in using ‘found’ fabrics, 

like these labels, that enter into our 
lives without us even noticing. After 
constructing this bird, though, I am 
missing the washing instructions for 

several of my sweaters.”
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embroidery (Photo by Jacquie Hemmerdinger)

“Owls are my favorite bird to make. Although I make them all from the same pattern pieces, they 
always end up totally unique. I like the inquisitive eyes on this owl.”

¥
Cotton fabric; wool stuffing, wire, thread, 
floral tape, gems; embroidery (Photo by  
Lisa Roy Sachs) 

“This piece is one of a kind. Making a 
peacock was a wonderful challenge. I 
especially enjoyed making the long, looped 
tail. It seems very bridal to me.”
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To see more of Abby’s work and read 
her blog, visit abbyglassenberg.com.

¥ 9"

“I made this collage as part of a series I called ‘Nest of Thread.’ I was playing with the way that 
birds use bits of detritus like string and paper to build and insulate their nests. Each of the pieces 
in this series contains a soft-sculpture bird, a vintage wooden spool, and a tiny nest, along with 
various paper ephemera.”


